
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          2011-2012 Winter Calendar 
             

 Nov 25-Dec 4: Bidding For Good On-line Auction   

 Nov 27: 1st Sunday of Advent 

 Dec 4: 2nd Sunday of Advent – Communion Sunday 

 Dec 7:  Putting Christ Back into Christmas, 6pm in the Sanctuary 

 Dec 11: 3rd Sunday of Advent 

 Dec 14: Putting Christ Back into Christmas, 6pm in the Sanctuary 

 Dec 18: 4th Sunday of Advent – Christmas Pageant 

 Dec 21: Putting Christ Back into Christmas, 6pm in the Sanctuary 

 Dec 24:  Christmas Eve Service 7:30pm  

 Dec 25: Christmas Day Service 10am 

 Jan 1: Communion Sunday 

 Feb 5: Communion Sunday 

 Mar 4: Communion Sunday  

 

 Sunday Schools starts upstairs with Church Services and proceeds to the classroom following the 

Children’s Message. 

 1st Sunday of the Month:  Sacrament of Holy Communion & Canned goods collection for Food Pantry 

 Each Friday: Harvest Meals at Trinity Church, contact Lois Serrin for details 
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2011 

Rev. Michael Gelsomini 

Rev. Dr. Llewellyn Smith, Pastor Emerita 
Editor: Deb McComiskey 
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From the Pastors Desk 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As I am sitting down to write to you I am feeling filled with love, joy, appreciation and thanks. Going 
through the “search and call” process I always wondered how I would know when I was speaking with 
the right congregation. How would I know that it was God’s will and not my or the church’s will that 
would bring us together. People constantly told me, trust in the process, trust in the process. Well I did, 
as the search committee did, and I couldn’t be happier. I believe that God had a hand, or two, in 
bringing us together and I can feel it every time I think of all of you or are with you. I feel blessed and 
honored to be able to minister to you and alongside you.  
 
I do not know if you realize it, but this congregation has many strengths and gifts. We are not a mega 
church, nor do I think we want to be, but we are a small family church that welcomes everyone that 
comes through our doors into our fold. That is something that you will not find at a mega church or even 
at some of the smaller churches. That is a gift and a blessing. My hope for us as we enter into the new 
year is that we can take time for us to explore our many gifts, talents and treasures and find a way that 
we can share those with the local community and the world. There are many people in our communities 
looking for a place to call home, looking for a place where they can come and be met as they are…a 
place where they can come and be fed spiritually and know God’s love. West Gloucester Trinitarian 
Congregational Church is that place. I have seen it and have experienced it. Let us learn how to share 
our great gift with others. 
 
By the time you read this, we will be into the Advent Season; a time of waiting, a time of preparation. 
Let us take time to wait, to sit in the darkness and the quiet, to empty ourselves, making room for the 
Christ child that will be born on Christmas Day. Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
May God be with you as you prepare your homes and your hearts for Christmas. 
Peace and Blessings, 
Rev. Mike 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note from Rev. Mike 

 

I am slowly trying to take time to meet with all of the members of our church; members that attend, long-standing 

members and those that have recently left. If I haven’t reached out to you yet please do not feel slighted, you are 

on my list. If you would like to meet with me sooner or at any time for any reason I am available. Please call the 

church office to make an appointment. 

 

 



SUNSHINE VISITS 
 

 

 Betsy & John Bevilacqua  4 Sumner St. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Ms. Jean George  30 Poplar St. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Herrick 12 Laurel St. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Mrs. Madalene McComiskey 182 Essex Ave. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Mr. Lee Roberts  Lawrence Mtn. Rd. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Mr. Munroe Roberts  497 Essex Ave. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Mrs. Shirley Southwick  305 Concord St. Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Mrs. Mary Tribou  Golden Living Center  

     272 Washington Street Gloucester, MA  01930 

 Rev. Dr. Kay Connor 102 Brooksby Villiage Dr. #420 Peabody, MA  01960 

 

 
Do you have a favorite hymn? 

 
Rev. Mike is looking to create a 
list of favorite hymns that he can 
include in the worship service. If 
you have one, please list the 
number and the name of the 
hymn on the clipboard at in the 
back of the sanctuary. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Children, Children, Have you Seen 
our Children? 

 
It is great to see so many children in worship 
each week! Jesus called the children to him and 
he made it clear that they were an important part 
of his ministry. So thank you, thank you, thank 
you to our Christian Ed Committee and our 
teachers for helping to share God’s love and 
God’s story with them. But most of all, thank you 
to our children for the gifts that you share with us. 
You truly bring joy to our worship service and to 
our lives.  
 

Newsletter Info 
deborah.mccomiskey@gmail.com 

The Messenger is issued 

quarterly; March, June, 

September & December. 
 

It’s easy to be Green!  The 

Messenger is available 

electronically via our website 

or by email.   This newsletter 

is printed on recycled paper! 

 

 

Inside this issue… 

 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

 Deacon’s Report 

 

 Council Update 

 

 Sunshine Visits 

 

 A Letter from SC 

 

 Calendar  

 

 Seacoast Calendar 
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DEACONSô REPORT 
 
We extend a very warm welcome to our new settled pastor, Rev. 
Mike Gelsomini, his wife Sara, and their teenage children Ally and 
Kyle!  We are so blessed to have them join our church family!  Our 
congregation accepted Rev. Mike by unanimous vote in September and 
he was ordained in November at the Main Street Congregational Church 
(UCC) in Amesbury.  Rev. Mike is a recent graduate of Andover Newton 
Theological Seminary, and the family currently lives in Amesbury.   
 

We would like to thank outgoing senior deacons Priscilla McKay and 
Lois Serrin for their dedicated leadership over the past year, as well as a 
big thank-you to those of you who served on the search committee. 
 

Rev. Mike led our congregation in a moving All Saints’ Day worship 
service on 6 November.  We were invited to light candles and write the 
names of our departed loved ones -- not just for those who have passed 
away in the past year, but for anyone who was in our hearts. 
 
And now, as the days grow shorter and the temperatures are dropping, 
we anticipate the Advent season.  We look forward to a Wednesday 
evening program led by Rev. Mike:  Putting Christ Back into Christmas.   

Please join us on Wednesday evenings -- November 30, December 7, 14 and 

21 at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary. This will be followed by a time of fellowship and 

homemade soup at 6:30 p.m in the vestry.  All are welcome! 

 

"It might be easy to run away to a monastery, away from the commercialization, 

the hectic hustle, the demanding family responsibilities of Christmas-time. Then 

we would have a holy Christmas. But we would forget the lesson of the 

Incarnation, of the enfleshing of Godðthe lesson that we who are followers of 

Jesus do not run from the secular; rather we try to transform it. It is our mission 

to make holy the secular aspects of Christmas...  And we do this by being holy 

people--kind, patient, generous, loving, laughing peopleðno matter how 

maddening is the Christmas rushé"  (Fr. Andrew Greeley) 

 
Blessings in Christ, The Deacons 
Lauri Burke, Claudia & Pete Haskell, Deb Woundy, Rev. Rona Tyndall and Beth Coffey 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Website 

 
Brian Spinney - Webmaster 

 
www.westgloucesterchurch.org 

 

 

Putting Christ Back Into Christmas 
 
Feeling anxiety around the anticipation of Christmas? Are you constantly on the go and 
feel that you do not have time to reflect, to prepare yourself for the coming of the Christ 
Child? Then join us on Wednesday evenings November 30th, December 7th, 14th and 
21st at 6PM upstairs in the sanctuary for a time to reflect, pray and feed your soul. This 
will be followed by a time to nourish your body at 6:30PM with some homemade soup. 
All are welcome. 

 

TOP TEN REASONS TO VOLUNTEER 
1. When you stay home, you get too many telemarketing calls. 

2. Your family could use a break from you. 

3. You yourself might need help someday. 

4. It’s hard to win a game of solitaire. 

5. Soap operas all sound alike. 

6. If you don’t go out each day, you get old. 

7. Why let your boss have all the fun in life? 

8. The car needs a workout. 

9. Your mom would be proud of you. 

10. Who cares about money? 

 

Just remember: Noah’s Ark was built by amateurs.  The Titantic was built 

by professionals.  May God bless you and all volunteers, every one! 
 

Lay Readers and other Gifts 
 
God loves to hear many voices in worship! If 
you would like to participate by being a lay 
reader please sign up! The signup sheet is in 
the vestry (where we meet for coffee). If you do 
not want to read scripture but have another gift 
you would like to offer during our time of worship 
(musical, reading call to worship, dance) please 
see Rev. Mike. 
 

Happy 60 th  Anniversary  
 

To  
 

Mr. & Mrs. John Bevilacqua  
 

From Your Church Family 

mailto:deborah.mccomiskey@gmail.com
http://www.westgloucesterchurch.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a way to get involved? 
 

Be part of some exciting initiatives! We’re looking for some enthusiastic folks to help us with two very 
important ministries:  
 
1) Outreach Ministry to our Cape Ann Community - Help us develop ways to share who we are with 
our community. This could involve working with Brian Spinney on our web site, brainstorming ideas on 
community programs, updating our informational pieces, getting information to the media and who knows 
what else! Feel qualified and want to help? Great! Don't feel qualified but feel called to help? Great, talk 
to us. We have a lot to offer and share with the community, lets share it with them. 
 
2) Planning Ministry our 300th anniversary in 2013. - Believe it or not our 300th anniversary is around 
the corner and we would love to have you help us begin to plan for it. If you like planning parties, 
functions and getting people together this is the ministry for you! Come and help us celebrate this happy 
and monumental event. 
 
Both of these ministries are a great ways to get involved in the life of the church without having to sit on a 
formal committee.  If you feel called to serve on one or both of these, we would welcome your talents! 
Please speak to Pastor Mike or to anyone on the Church Council.  
 

 

Please join us...All are Welcome 
 

PROTESTANT  
 WORSHIP SERVICE 

with 
HOLY COMMUNION  

Seacoast Rehabilitation and Nursing Center 

Gloucester, MA 
3th Tuesday of every month 

2:00-3:00 PM 

Tuesday, December 20, 2011 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 
Tuesday, March 20, 2012 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 

 

The CHURCHES of CAPE ANN  
Sponsored by the 

West Gloucester Trinitarian Congregational Church 
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST  

 

Church Council 
 
We have embarked on a new and exciting journey together this year under the spiritual guidance of 
Pastor Mike Gelsomini and organizational oriented Chair of the Council, Leslie Pope.  With only one 
meeting so far, good things are happening!  We are most appreciative off all who now serve. 

The roof over the Sunday school wing has been fixed!  The elevator lift is being serviced and inspected, 
the boiler is being cleaned and inspected, the fire extinguishers are up to code and we are all safe.  
Buildings and Grounds have done wonderful work in identifying the issues and getting it done.  Soon the 
lighted sign will be turned some to provide a safer way to get our message out to passing traffic, thanks 
to donations by members.  Thanks also to the Ladies Aid for their financial support toward the new roof. 

The October Flea Market was a success, raising over $1,000 for the church as well as increasing our 
visibility to the community.  Currently, an on-line Bidding for Good Auction is running.  Contact Pattie 
Saltzman for details. 

The Diaconate has developed a phone tree to be used in case of snowstorms.  Please contact Beth 
Coffey if you wish to be included or need a copy. 

We have also discussed both the 300th Anniversary of the Church and Outreach Ministry, see related 
article.  Our new webmaster Brian Spinney will be refreshing the website and there are many ideas 
floating around (like a WGTCC Reunion). We would like to have all folks who are interested come 
together to help.  Speak to Mike or Leslie. 

Several individuals have stepped up to fill vacant roles since the annual meeting.  Nancy Tulla has filled 
a council vacancy.  Brian Spinney, Cheryl Olson and Donna Tulla will share Historian position, including 
records of births, marriages & baptisms.  We appreciate their willingness to serve! 

In the months ahead, council will be hearing about the progress of the Behavioral Covenant and 
discussion of by-law revisions. 

As you can see, the Council and church as a whole are off to a productive and ambitious start, and we 
appreciate the support and energy that so many are bringing to our congregation! 

Blessings for all in the months ahead,  Cheryl Olson, Clerk & Leslie Pope, Chair 

 
Christian Education 
 
The Christian Education Committee met and we are delighted to welcome our new members -  Kellie 
Lane and Nina Palk.  Our new minister joined us for the meeting along with Rev. Alice Erickson and 
Beth Coffey.  I have officially returned to the CE Committee and agreed to chair the committee. Karen 
Hunter is also on this committee.  Since she has agreed to be the lead teacher, Pattie Saltzman also 
joins our group.  The committee decided to continue with the Gather Round curriculum again this year.  
We are grateful to Pattie Saltzman, Kellie Lane and Nina Palk for stepping up to be the teachers this fall.    
 
We're gearing up for the Advent/ Christmas season which will include a pageant, How Far Is It to 
Bethlehem?.  We have also discussed a field trip to LaSallette Shrine in Attleboro see the Christmas 
lights – more info in this issue. 
  
The children worked on crafts for the recent Flea Market/Yard Sale to earn money for their mission 
project – The Salem Children’s Hospital. 
  
There is always room for more - more children and more adults.  Remember that if you wish to work with 
our youth, you must submit a CORI form.  See Rev. Alice Erickson for information.  
  
Kathy Olmsted, CE Chair 



Historical Note   

 
WGTCC was established in 1713 by settlers on the western side of the Annisquam River and was soon 
after incorporated as the Second Church of Christ in Gloucester, New England, in the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay and this new Second Parish soon became known as West Parish. For these hardy 
souls to attend mandatory Sunday services in Gloucester, they made the arduous trek on foot or (for 
those wealthy enough to own a horse) on horseback. When a ferry service was established to cross the 
Annisquam, the toll was the then outrageous sum of a penny per person and two pennies for a horse. 
After several years of petitioning, these families were finally given a grant of fifteen acres of land and 
permission to erect a meetinghouse. Construction of the present building was begun in 1833 and 
completed and dedicated in 1834. WGTCC’s historic small pipe organ was constructed by William Laws 
of Beverly, MA, using an Austin console of two manuals and 1,092 pipes. 
 

³  ³  ³ 
 
IN 2012 NEWSLETTERS WE WILL INCLUDE ARTICLES/PHOTOS/REFLECTIONS ABOUT THE 
CHURCHôS HISTORY, BUILDING UP TO THE 300TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!  BRIAN 
SPINNEY WILL BE COORDINATING THE COLLECTION OF ARTICLES FOR THE HISTORIC 
SECTION FOR EACH ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Search Committee Report 
 
After a year of diligent work, the Search Committee has completed its mission; and our new pastor, Mike 
Gelsomini has completed a month as our new settled pastor. The Search Committee feels blessed to 
have found such an outstanding candidate to lead our Church into its 300th anniversary.  
 
The Search Committee reviewed the profiles of many outstanding candidates. We anticipated a difficult 
decision making process as candidates took other positions or left the area. The committee spent many 
hours trying to discern the best direction for our Search, but when Pastor Mike entered the picture (his 
resume was received later in our deliberations) our doubts and concerns just melted away. By the 
second interview, we were unanimous in making our decision to present Pastor Mike to the congregation. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank the UCC and Reverend Don Remick for their guidance during 
the Search process, and a very special thanks to Lois Serrin, Laurie Burke and Deb Woundy who served 
so capably on the Search Committee for so many months. We also commend the members of the profile 
committee who worked for many months to assess the desires of our church members, developing the 
profile of our Church, and recognizing that we needed to make a leap of faith, taking funds from the 
Church’s endowment to assure that we could offer a half-time salary approaching UCC guidelines. They 
laid the groundwork for a productive and successful search process.  Finally and most importantly, we 
are grateful for God’s guidance and blessing during the past year. 
 
We look forward to a time of new beginnings in our Church and hope that you will join us for the exciting 
next chapter in the life of the West Gloucester Trinitarian Congregational Church. 
 
Leslie Pope,  
Chair, Search Committee 
 

 

A Letter from South Carolina 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from South Carolina! It has now been a little more than a year since the great send-off I was given by my 
Church family.  Although I have been worshiping in a lovely Methodist Church here in Abbeville, South Carolina, 
West Gloucester is still my home Church.  When the Stewardship Campaign rolled around this year, I tried to think 
of ways that I could more actively participate in the life of my Church although we are separated by 1,100 miles.  
Knowing what a large load Deb McComiskey has been carrying, I offered to relieve her of responsibility for our 
website if she would like. 
 
I have agreed to serve as webmaster and I also accepted an invitation to act as Co-Historian for the time being, 
since that position remained unfilled at the Annual Meeting. I invite you all to visit our website on a regular basis 
at: http://www.westgloucesterchurch.org   I would also be happy to consider requests for enhancements or 
changes to the site and I will not be offended if anyone would care to point out any errors in its content.  
 
In addition, since I am currently in the process of working on an updated booklet of our church history for our 
upcoming 300th Anniversary in 2013 with our former Historian Nancy Barlow, please feel free to direct questions 
concerning our church history to me and between Nancy and I we might be able to provide an answer for you. 
 
I may be contacted by email at bspinney@wctel.net ƻǊ ōȅ άǎƴŀƛƭ-Ƴŀƛƭέ ŀǘΥ 
 
Brian C. Spinney 
504 Marshall Avenue 
Abbeville, SC  29620-2334 
 
I plan to be visiting over the Christmas Season and hope to have an opportunity to see many of you at Church while 
LΩƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǘƛƳŜΣ .Ŝǎǘ ²ƛǎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
 
Yours in Christ, Brian 
 

Lights! Lights! Everywhere! 
 
Do you love Christmas lights? Then join us in a trip 
to LaSalette Shrine in Attleboro where you can 
enjoy The Christmas Festival of lights in a religious 
setting. The CE Committee is coordinating a family 
trip for December 18th. We will be leaving the 
church parking lot at 1:30 PM and plan on getting 
back between 8 and 9PM. The drive is 
approximately an hour and a half. This is a walking 
event outdoors so dress appropriately.  It is FREE 
to walk the property and look at the lights but we do 
encourage you to bring a free will offering. In 
addition, we are planning to have dinner in the 
cafeteria there so plan accordingly (prices are very 
reasonable). In order to make the trip, we want to 
have a minimum of 12 people committed to going 
by Sunday Dec 11th.  If you are interested, please 
put your name and the number of family members 
(or friends) that you will be bringing with you on the 
sign-up in the vestry. Karen Hunter has agreed to 
coordinate this so please feel free to see her if you 
have any questions. http://www.lasalette-shrine.org/ 
 
In Faith, 
The CE Committee 
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